
Inspection of Starfish Kids Club
St Andrews Church Hall, Church Road, Hove, East Sussex BN3 2AD

Inspection date: 24 May 2024
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children excitedly look forward to arriving at the vibrant after-school club. Staff 
walk children back from the school site, chatting with them about their day and 
about the activities that are on offer for the evening. Staff encourage children to be 
independent in all activities and routines. Children put way their own belongings, 
help make a healthy snack and serve it up to their friends. Children are extremely 
well behaved, and staff have high expectations for this. Staff model kindness, 
respect and gentleness, and this has a positive impact on the way children respond 
in play, and general conversations with each other and staff.

Staff play alongside children in a variety of activities and the club is full of the 
sound of laughter. Children choose from a large assortment of activities which cater 
for their different interests and capabilities. They enjoy outside play and using their 
imaginations to create artwork to take home. Staff ask children to help create the 
clubs programme and encourage them to put ideas into the club's 'suggestions 
box'. Staff have an excellent understanding of how children play and learn. They 
take time to get to know each child's character and individual needs. Consequently, 
activities are targeted to motivate and engage children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children tell the inspector that they enjoy the club because the 'grown-ups are 
really nice'. They like to choose what they want to do, and mix and play with 
other children. Parents comment that they believe the club is excellent and 
delivers a high level of pastoral care. They say that their children have so much 
fun and are always reluctant to leave. 

n Staff are well supported by leaders. They receive a very thorough induction and 
take part in ongoing training which helps them to meet the needs of all children, 
including those children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff 
mention that they feel very supported by the leadership team and, as such, find 
the club an inspiring and rewarding place to work. Leaders have a positive 
attitude for improving their service. Children and parents are invited to 
contribute ideas to the already excellent provision.

n Staff build up strong bonds with children. Children demonstrate that they feel 
safe and happy in the company of the staff that they have come to know so 
well. Staff encourage children to mix and play with other children of different 
ages who they might not see in school. Consequently, even very young children 
have a large friendship group which has a positive impact on their self-esteem 
and confidence.

n Children are exceptionally independent from the moment they arrive at the club. 
Even very young children put away their belongings, apply suncream and go to 
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help serve snacks. They freely choose activities and help to set them out for 
others to enjoy. Children are competent in their own self-care needs, such as 
handwashing, without being prompted to do so. Older children nurture younger 
children. They invite them to play football and encourage them to score a goal. 
Children beam with excitement when others celebrate their achievements in 
play.

n Staff demonstrate an extremely confident understanding of their responsibility to 
safeguard children from harm. They are fully aware of what they need to do if 
they have concerns about the welfare of a child. Staff demonstrate a thorough 
knowledge of safeguarding protocol in line with local policies. They regularly 
check the site for hazards and are vigilant when supervising children as they eat. 
There is a password system in place to ensure that children only go home with a 
known adult. Staff are aware of medical and dietary needs of children and are all 
trained to handle an emergency.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY449169

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10335748

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person Starfish Kids Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903470

Telephone number 07941 525291

Date of previous inspection 26 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

Starfish Kids Club registered in 2012. The club employs 14 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years qualifications. The club opens from 
Monday to Friday during term time, from 3pm to 6pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Lambert

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID 19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector spoke to the children throughout the inspection as appropriate 
and took account of their views.

n The inspector looked at a selection of relevant documentation. 
n Parents provided the inspector with written feedback for the inspection. The 

inspector took account of these views.
n The inspector looked at the security and suitability of the premises.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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